GOETHE   AS   NOVELIST
the necessity of profounder contacts with nature and the universe.
Hence he gave such prominence to the "Religion of Respect"
in Die padagogische Provin? and to the figure of Makarie in the
remainder of the work. Like "die schone Scele" in the Lehrjahre
she is an exception among human beings, and she is an even
greater symbol of the higher demands of human life. With her
mysterious ability to exist simultaneously on two levels of
existence, on the terrestrial and the astral planes, she is the
living embodiment of a supreme value in the world of necessarily
one-sided beings.
Wilhelm Meisters Wanderjahre is thus the logical sequel to
Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre as regards its contents and its form.
In the latter work Goethe treated the theme of individual culture
against the background of contemporary society, without at-
tempting to give the whole picture. He omitted die political
side of life which Wieland placed in the centre of his novel
Agathon. In the Wanderjahre Goethe again paid little attention to
this element. Compared with the earlier novel of Wieland, how-
ever, and with his own previous work, he presented here a more
comprehensive picture of social life, and his treatment has greater
topical value. The new content of this " bizarre work", this
"wunderliche Opus", as he himself frequently called it, resides
in its prophetic quality. Wilhelm Meisters Wanderjahre may be
ranked among the great Utopian novels of the nineteenth
century.
^Considered in the light of its social significance, Die Wahlver-
wandtschaften is a*novel of quite another order. Goethe here treats
the relationships of men and women and the tasks which confront
them not from the point of view of a progressive development of
society, but from that of a static situation in society, the permanent
condition of man. He selects for his main theme an aspect of
human life that transcends the influences of time and environ-
ment. The problem of human passion as it affects the institution
of marriage is not treated in Die Wahlverwandtschaften as being
capable of modification in different ages and in different structures
of society. This possibility is not seriously considered, it is almost
totally ignored. When the Count puts forward his friend's plan